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U.S. PATENTS 



(AA) 6,396,022, dated may 28, 2002. 
FOREIGN PATENTS-PUBLICATIONS 

(AB) JP 08 229747 A, dated September 10, 1996. The relevance is that it was cited as 
being a category "X, Y" in the European Search Report (copy enclosed), referring to 
claims 9 and 10. 

(AC) JP 60 161036 A, dated August 22, 1985. The relevance is that it was cited as 
being a category "Y" in the European Search Report, referring to claim 9. 

(AD) JP 2001 287119 A, dated October 16, 2001. The relevance is that it was cited as 
being a category "X" in the European Search Report, referring to claim 1 . 

Also, this patent also corresponds to U.S. Patent No. 6,576,858, dated June 10, 2003 
(copy enclosed). 
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